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Art Unit: 2857 

1 . The Supplemental Preliminary amendment filed 2-24-04 is improper under 37 
C.F.R. 1 .121 because the listing of claims is incomplete as it leaves out claims 1-7 
which were cancelled in the first Preliminary Amendment. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

2. The statement of continuing data on page 1 of the specification does not provide 
the current status of U.S. application serial no. 09/525,543. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

3. On page 8, line 1 5, after the words "socket contact 1 5" there is a line pointing up 
to what appears to be hand written words "adjacent thereto" these words being located 
in between lines 14 and 15. Thus, it is not clear here whether these words which have 
not been initialed and dated are part of the specification or not. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

4. The Abstract has after line 1 5 "FIG. 1 B" which is not appropriate for an Abstract. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

5. The Examiner respectfully notes a grammatical error on page 6, line 1 7, of the 
specification: "and th". Also the Examiner respectfully notes what appears to be a 
typographical error on page 9, line 21, of the specification: "output driv r" (i.e. the letter 
"e" is missing in "driver") and on page 6, next to last line : "betw en" (i.e. the letter "e" is 
missing in "between"). Appropriate correction is required. 

6. Claims 1 8, 28 and 30-42 are objected to under 37 C.F.R. 1 .75(a) for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the applicant regards 
as the invention. Claim 18, states "...said connectivity response signal is the same as 
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said connectivity interrogation signal" however the same in what way exactly ? Claim 28 
cites "said first hardware component" and "said second hardware component" both of 
which lack antecedent basis. Claim 30, line 6, cites "said plurality of input latches" which 
lacks clear antecedent basis. This same type of problem also occurs in claim 35, line 7, 
claim 36, line 3, claim 37, lines 3-4. Claim 37, lines 2-3, cite "the plurality of output 
drivers" which lacks clear antecedent basis. Claim 37, line 3, cites "its associated socket 
contact" however the use of the pronoun "its" adds vagueness with respect to what 
exactly possesses the associated socket contact. Claim 38, lines 9-10, cite "transmitting 
a signal from said first output driver to said first socket contact so as to place said first 
socket contact at a high state" but does not particularly point out how exactly the 
transmission from the first output driver to the first socket contact results in the first 
socket contact being placed in a high state. This same type of problem also occurs in 
claim 40. Claim 41 , lines 2-3, cite "the same designation scheme" which lacks clear 
antecedent basis. Claim 42, lines 1-2, cite "..transmitting signals from each remaining 
output driver.." but does not particularly point out exactly to what the signals are being 
transmitted. The examiner asks the applicant to better claim the limitations cited above. 
While the examiner understands the intentions of the applicant he feels confusion could 
be drawn from the limitations cited above. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1 7-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Krupka et al. (5,483,467). 

As per claim 17, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 3, col. 1 lines 45-52, 
col. 9 lines 12-22) disclose "transmitting a connectivity interrogation signal to a first 
socket contact proximate a first data port". Krupka et al. (see at least abstract) disclose 
"receiving a connectivity response signal from a second socket contact proximate a 
second data port". Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 3, col. 1 lines 52-58, col. 4 lines 46- 
55) disclose "interpreting said connectivity response signal... identify a connectivity 
between said first socket contact and said second socket contact". 

As per claim 18, Krupka et al. (Abstract, col. 8 lines 35-40) disclose the 
feature of this claim. 

As per claim 19, Krupka et al. (col. 10 lines 63-67) disclose the feature of 

this claim. 

As per claim 20, Krupka et al. (see at least abstract) disclose the feature 

of this claim. 

As per claim 21, Krupka et al. (figure 1B, col. 6 lines 42-50) disclose the 
feature of this claim. 
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As per claim 22, Krupka et al. (Abstract, col. 6 lines 58-65) disclose the 
feature of this claim. 

As per claim 23, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figure 3, col. 2 lines 5-15, col. 6 
lines 57-65, col. 7 lines 23-30) disclose the feature of this claim. 

As per claim 24, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figure 3, col. 2 lines 5-15, col. 6 
lines 57-65, col. 7 lines 23-30) disclose the feature of this claim. 

As per claim 25, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 3, col. 1 lines 45-52, 
col. 9 lines 12-22) disclose the feature of this claim. 

As per claim 26, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 14) disclose the feature 

of this claim. 

As per claim 27, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figure 3) disclose the feature of 

this claim. 

As per claim 28, Krupka et al. (Abstract, col. 7 lines 19-22) disclose the 
feature of this claim. 

9. Claims 30-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Krupka et al. (EP 575100). 

As per claim 30, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 3, 14, page 2 lines 30, 
31, page 5, lines 7-17, 54-59, page 6, lines 1-5) disclose "transmitting a connectivity 
interrogation signal to a first socket contact proximate a first data port". Krupka et al. 
(Abstract, figures 2, 3, 14, 17, page 2 lines 30-33, page 4 lines 16-22, page 5 lines 2-6, 
pages 32-36, 38, 40, 41, 53, 55) disclose "scanning said plurality of input latches for an 
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indication of receipt of said connectivity interrogation signal at a second socket contact 
proximate a second data port". 

As per claim 31 , Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 14, page 3 lines 4-1 1 , 
page 4 lines 38-40, 54, 55) disclose the feature of this claim. 

As per claim 32, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 14, page 3 lines 4-1 1 , 
page 4 lines 38-40, 54, 55) disclose the feature of this claim. 

As per claim 33, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 14, page 3 lines 4-1 1 , 
page 4 lines 38-40, 54, 55) disclose the feature of this claim. 

As per claim 34, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figure 2, page 4 lines 16-20) 
disclose the feature of this claim. 

As per claim 35, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 3, 14, page 2 lines 30, 
31, page 5, lines 7-17, 54-59, page 6, lines 1-5) disclose "transmitting a first connectivity 
interrogation signal from a first output driver to a first socket contact". Krupka et al. 
(Abstract, figures 2, 3, 14, 17, page 2 lines 30-33, page 4 lines 16-22, page 5 lines 2-6, 
pages 32-36, 38, 40, 41 , 53, 55) disclose "determining which input latch among the 
plurality of input latches receives said first connectivity interrogation signal". 

As per claim 36, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 3, 14, page 2 lines 30, 
31, page 5, lines 7-17, 54-59, page 6, lines 1-5) disclose the feature of this claim. 

As per claim 37, Krupka et al. (Abstract, figures 2, 3, 14, page 2 lines 30, 
31 , page 5, lines 7-1 7, 54-59, page 6, lines 1 -5) disclose the feature of this claim. 
1 0. Claims 38-42 are allowed subject to the appropriate correction of the 37 C.F.R. 
1.75(a) objections noted in paragraph 6 above. 
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Claim 29 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

1 1 . The following references are cited as being art of general interest: Bennett et al. 
(4,500,988) which disclose a driver/receiver circuit, Stanescu (6,784,802) which 
disclose real time monitoring of a cable patch panel and Onsen (6,473,811) which 
discloses displaying a connection status of a device. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hal D Wachsman whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2225. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 7:00 A.M. to 4:30 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc Hoff can be reached on 571-272-2216. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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